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According to press reports on the evening of Nov. 10, the Organization of American States (OAS)
was expected to issue a resolution in the next 48 hours on the unilateral British decision to extend
its exclusive economic zone around the Malvinas. Whether the United States and the 10 Englishspeaking Caribbean nations will officially support the initiative remains an open question.
Sponsored by Uruguay, the six-point resolution was scheduled for debate by the OAS Permanent
Council today (Nov. 11).
The Council discussion will feature an "explanation" of the Argentine position by that country's
Foreign Minister Dante Caputo. The first point of the resolution expresses concern by the OAS
over the British unilateral decision of Oct. 29 to extend exclusive economic rights over a 200-mile
area surrounding the Malvinas archipelago. Next, the British declaration is denounced as a serious
obstacle to efforts by the international community towards negotiating an end to the dispute
concerning sovereignty of the Malvinas, and all "aspects related to the future of the archipelago."
The third point, which was scheduled for a vote by the Permanent Council, requests that the British
government fail to act on its Oct. 29 decision, and to refrain from all actions which would modify the
existing situation in the South Atlantic. The fourth point reiterates a call by the OAS that the parties
to the Malvinas renew negotiations as soon as possible. Next, the fifth point affirms OAS support
for the circumspect attitude demonstrated by the Argentine government from the outset of this new
development in the South Atlantic conflict.
The sixth and last point indicates that the United Nations Security Council and UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar will receive copies of the resolution. Diplomatic sources indicated
that the vast majority of Latin American governments are supportive of the resolution. They also
pointed out that the United States has reason to be concerned about the possibility that the debate
surrounding the resolution may serve to strain its already delicate relations with Latin American
nations. (Basic data from NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS, 11/10/86)
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